
Immanuel’s 

Lighted Path 
L E NT E N S E AS O N 201 5  

February 8- Praise and Worship Service, 9:30am 
 

February 8– Youth Group Meeting, Following Services 

 

February 15– Youth Group Valentines Day Spaghetti Dinner, 12pm 
 

February 22– Praise and Worship Service, 9:30am 

 
February 22– Youth Group Meeting, Following Services 

 

March 8-Praise and Worship Service, 9:30am 
 

March 10– Church Council Meeting, 7:30pm 

 

March 13– Family Game Night, 6:30pm 
 

March 22– Praise and Worship Service 

 
April 19– Relay for Life Tea Party 

 

June 5– Relay for Life, Begins at 6pm 
 

February 17 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper– 5:30pm-

7pm 

 

February 18 

Ash Wednesday Community Service 

St. Georges UMC, 7pm 

 

February 23 

Lenten Bible Study Begins 

 

March 29 

Palm Sunday 

 

April 2  

Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service, 6pm 

 

April 3 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil, Noon to Midnight 

 

April 5 

Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service, 7am (breakfast to follow) 

Traditional Service, 11am 

This year’s Good Friday Prayer 

Vigil will be revamped to allow for 

more participation. The vigil will 

take place from noon Friday until 

midnight. There will be prayer   

stations and activities for you to do during your one hour prayer time. Families, 

couples and small groups are encouraged to sign up and participate in this event. 



 

Running running running.  From morning to night it seem there is never 

enough time to accomplish all that needs to be done.   Do I have time to sit 

down and be still?  Do I find the time I need to pray?  Do I find the time to 
speak and listen to the one who created the universe and calms the storms, 

or am I running so hard I don’t hear his call to stop and rest and be with 

him?  It is my desire to be with Him, but for some reason I continue to run.  

I am doing doing doing.  I become a human doing instead of a human being.  

I feel like I don’t have time for those quiet moments.  And yet…. I know 

better.  I know the day goes smoother, life is calmer and I feel better when I 

spend the time.  Martin Luther said he had so much to do he could spend no 

less than 4 hours in prayer each morning.  Can you imagine?   

 
 Prayer is a spiritual discipline.  It is not something we come by naturally.  When Adam walked in the 

garden, prayer , communication with God was natural and as easy as breathing.  Then sin entered and Adam 

hid from God.  Suddenly talking to God was painful and down right scary.  Often we hide from God and 

don’t want to pray.  Other times we don’t feel worthy of God’s attention.  Either way, we find ourselves run-

ning and doing rather than being. 

 

 We are about to enter the season of Lent.  It is a time of penitence and preparation.  It is an opportunity 

to look within ourselves.  To see how we stack up as a person, as a Christian, a true follower of Christ.   It is 

an opportunity for us to seek forgiveness for our short comings and begin anew.   
 

  Practicing the Spiritual Disciplines has for centuries been a way to send our roots deeper into the 

spring of living water that Jesus provides for us. We need to discipline ourselves to follow the way of the 

cross.   Richard Foster in his book Celebration of Discipline breaks the practices down into three main disci-

plinary groups. First there are the  Inward Disciplines: meditation, prayer, fasting and study.  Second, the Out-

ward Disciplines; simplicity, solitude, submission and service. The last group is made up of Corporate Disci-

plines.  They are confession, worship and guidance. 

 

 Each of these disciplines has a place in our life.  We should use as many of these disciplines as possi-
ble to seek the heart of the Father. It is in listening to the heartbeat of the Father that we will learn to be still.   

It is in listening to the voice of the Father that we learn what silence is all about and it is in knowing the heart 

of the Father that our lives will be full of joy. 

 

 They say it takes 21 days to form a new habit.  By the time you read this, you will have about 8 weeks 

to Resurrection Sunday.  Wouldn’t it be great to have a new habit in place?  Perhaps practicing one or more of 

the spiritual disciplines….or perhaps just a concrete determination to seek the heart of the Father at all times, 

in any way possible.   I’d like to try.  How about You? 

 

Peace and Blessings,               

Pastor Ruthann 

 
 



 Youth Group Update (7th – 12th Grades) 
Meetings are Held the 2nd and 4th Sundays After Worship Service 

 
The Youth group had a great time at the Young Peoples Ministries - Youth Rally in OC MD Jan. 9th – 

11th.  The theme of the rally was “YOU are God’s Masterpiece”.  The Praise and Worship band, Starfield, put on a 

great show and lead the youth in devotional songs and praises to God.  The weekend was capped off with com-

munion lead by Bishop Peggy A. Johnson Sunday morning.   

 We would like to thank the congregation for your continued support!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALENTINE’S SPAGHETTI DINNER  
SUNDAY, FEB 15TH 12:00 NOON 

Fellowship Hall  -  Prices:  Adult $8.00 Kids under 12 $5.00 

Includes all you can eat spaghetti, dinner rolls, drinks, salad and dessert 

      
 

RENT-A-KID – Let us do the hard work for you! Let us know what you need and we will provide hard working teens to 
take care of it!!  Please contact florusso15@gmail.com or l.harrigan31@gmail.com 

Minimum – 2 Teens for 2 Hours = $40 

Additional Hours = $10 per teen per hour 

 

 

 

mailto:florusso15@gmail.com
mailto:l.harrigan31@gmail.com


No one likes to ask for money, especially churches – Immanuel 

Church is dependent on your giving to support our church. Your 

giving pays for the running of our church including heat, electric, 

Pastor’s salary and supplies. Over the past few years we have not 

collected enough to cover our expenses but we have had a contin-

gency fund so that all bills were paid. Our contingency fund is  

almost gone so we are embarking on a special giving campaign to 

raise the funds necessary to get us through the year. We are optimistic that this financial setback 

is temporary for Immanuel and we will recover quickly.  Soon you will see this special         

campaign – your participation will be appreciated.  

March 13, 6:30 - ?? PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Bring a snack to share and your favorite game.  We’ll start with a rousing game 

of charades then everyone can share snacks, fellowship, and a friendly (or 

fierce) game of your choice. 

www.facebook.com/ImmanuelUMCTownsend 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

One of our biggest goals for 2015 is to reduce our deficit by at 

least $8,000. Over the next few weeks be on the look out for a 

new fun  activity that we hope will get us started on the way to 

reaching out goal!  

Kids WOW (Worshiping Our Way) has kicked off new this year for school aged 

children in Kindergarten through 6th grade. We  have gone through our first few 

months of WOW and I am really proud of our group of teachers, helpers and 

kids. We have had a lot of fun playing games, doing crafts and just learning 

about Jesus, the Bible and God's love.  We have yet to have had a week where 

we didn't have staff to cover WOW or kids to learn.  Our rotation of teachers and 

helpers has been wonderful, and we are truly blessed in the fact that each one 

has brought something new to the table, gotten really creative with the story of 

the week, or found something fun for the kids to do to help them learn with the 

emphasis of how they can use the message in their daily lives.  My hope was 

that the adults involved would be also get something out of the message as well as the kids who the lesson 

was aimed, and it seems that often happens.  Some of the lessons have included ways to deal with our fami-

lies, being thankful, Jesus our shepherd all using bible verses and stories as a basis.  We have a lot of fun 

learning and worshiping so if you know any children in that age group, feel free to invite them.   There is   

always room for one more.  

www.immanueltownsend.com 



Practice: Thursday’s at 7pm 

As we are about to enter  the season called LENT, I thought 
it would be appropriate to share what it is all about.   We 

come from diverse backgrounds and many of us grew up 

unfamiliar with the “Christian Seasons of the Year”   

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent  

comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten,  which means 

"spring." The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. 
Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and prepara-

tion for baptism by converts and then became a time for 

penance by all Christians. The First Sunday describes Jesus' 
temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm 

Sunday), Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his 

subsequent passion and death. Because Sundays are always 

little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tem-
pered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection. 

 

The Great Three Days--sometimes called the Triduum or 
Pasch--from sunset Holy Thursday through sunset Easter 

Day are the climax of Lent (and of the whole Christian 

year) and a bridge into the Easter Season. These days pro-
claim the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ's passion, death, 

and resurrection. During these days, the community jour-

neys with Jesus from the upper room, to the cross, to the 

tomb, and to the garden. They should be seen as a great uni-
fied service beginning with a service of Holy Communion 

on Holy Thursday and concluding with the services of East-

er Day. These services may be connected with a prayer vigil 
lasting from Holy Thursday evening (or Good Friday) until 

the first service of Easter and may be accompanied by fast-

ing. 

 
Somber colors such as purple or ash gray and rough-

textured cloth are most appropriate for paraments, stoles, 

and banners. Unbleached muslin cloth with red stitching is 
also appropriate. Remove all shiny objects from the worship 

area. Some may wish to omit flowers. Other visuals may 

include a large rough cross (possibly made from the trunk 
of the Chrismon tree) or a veil over the sanctuary cross. 

 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront 

our own mortality and confess our sin before God within 
the community of faith. The form and content of the service 

focus on the dual themes of sin and death in the light of 

God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 
 

The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a 

long history in Jewish and Christian worship, and  the Im-

position of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experi-
ential way of participating in the call to repentance and rec-

onciliation. This practice is the historic focus of Ash 

Wednesday observance and gave the day its name. It is tra-
ditional to save the palm branches from the previous Pas-

sion/Palm Sunday service and burn them ahead of time to 

produce the ashes for this service.  
 

Many people hold to an old impression that Lent and ashes 

are for those of the Catholic faith.  This is not so.  It is an 

important part of our tradition as well.  This year our Ash 

Wednesday service will be held on February 18th at 7 pm 

at St. George’s UMC in N. St. George’s.  It will be a gath-

ering of many of our local churches.   
 

Beginning on the 23rd of February we will hold a study 

on Monday nights, at 7 pm in which we will learn about 
the history, beliefs and mission of the United Methodist 

Church.   If you are interested in joining the church, this is 

the class for you.  If you would like to know more about the 

church in which you worship this is the study for you.  If  
you are a leader in the church, this is the study for you.  I 

hope to see you there 

 
Don’t forget our Maundy Thursday service as well. It is a 

chance to gather as community and break bread as well as 

observe a moving communion service.   All of these times 

bring us a step closer to being the children that God has 
called us to be.. 

 

I pray that as you enter this season of Lent you will join in 
all of the services that lead us closer to our Lord and Savior. 

 

 
Peace and Blessings,  

 

Pastor Ruthann 
     

(Excerpts taken from the UM Book of Worship) 



 

The Board of Trustees continues to maintain and make im-

provements to the property of the church and the parsonage. 

The latest large project was the new roof on Fellowship Hall 

and the installation of new energy efficient windows in the hall. 

Our next focus is the front narthex where we have repaired the 

plaster several times, but it continues to deteriorate due to the 

continuing water running down the front of the building. When 

this problem is solved, it is our plan to repair the front wall. In 

addition, we are going to install new, historically-faithful front 

doors which will be hand made by a master woodworker. The 

doors will match the other doors within the church. These projects are paid for by funds left 

to the trustees in several generous bequests and investments made by the trustees over the 

years. The trustees do not use any money from the Sunday offerings.  

Online giving available through our website, www.immanueltownsend.com 

 

Have you been to a Praise and Worship service at  

Immanuel?  Everyone is welcome to this alternate     

worship service. Worship starts at 9:30 am in           

Fellowship Hall. Service starts with 3 songs played 

by the band with words displayed on a screen so we 

can sing along. Following the songs the service can       

include different elements including a video, prayer, 

meditation and a message. Service is closed with 2 

more songs. Service usually lasts   approximately 45 minutes. Coffee and light snacks are 

available after worship. The band is made up of church members and friends. We have been 

so very blessed with the talent God has provided for our Praise Band.  Spread the word!  



The men’s group continued to remain busy during the fall. In 

September several of our members marched in the town of 

Townsend Parade, accompanied by Fred and his trusty jeep 

that pulled the church float. We got our hands dirty in Octo-

ber by spreading fresh dirt and planting new grass seed 

alongside the church. We hope this will prevent water from 

ponding next to the building. In November we held our sec-

ond successful Saturday morning men’s breakfast at     

Friendly’s in Middletown.  We are beginning to plan another 

breakfast in the spring, time and date still to be determined. 

The outing is open to all men. We would love to see some new faces. 
 

We look to remain active throughout the spring months with church projects, a possible community 

project, and many of our members will participate as servers at the annual Relay for Life tea. Our 

next regularly scheduled monthly meeting will be held on February 24th at 7pm in the Fellowship 

hall.   

 

All meetings are held the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the hall unless otherwise noted in the 

weekly bulletin.   

 

We encourage all men to attend to help make this small group grow stronger in 2015.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is:     
 

• To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ     
• To develop a creative supportive fellowship.     

• To expand concepts of mission through  participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 
Easter Sunrise service will find us preparing and serving breakfast to those who attend our annual tradition. 
Dinner will be served to the Old Union Church Board in April. Flowers given out for Mother’s Day and gifts 
for Father’s Day.  Please join us! 
 
Our meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm, at Immanuel Church in       
Fellowship Hall. We discuss upcoming events, plan for new missions and fund raisers and always have a 
great time in fellowship. We would love for you to come to one of our meetings. If you need a ride, I am sure 
we can help. Please talk to any one of us or call Dot Wilson at 378-2844 or Carole Kinnamon at 378-8047 for 
more information. 
 

Please, join us for fellowship. 
 



Mark your calendar for Immanuel’s Pancake Supper – always a fun time. All you can eat pancakes 

plus sausage, bacon, toppings and beverages. Immanuel’s Pancake Dinner is served from 5:30 to 

7pm in Fellowship Hall on Shove Tuesday, February 17th, which is the first Tuesday before        

Ash Wednesday.  

 

Traditionally viewed as a day of repentance, Shrove Tuesday has become the last day for celebra-

tion and feasting before the period of fasting required during the Lenten season. The name "Shrove 

Tuesday" is derived from the word "shrive", which means to confess and receive absolution. The 

name denotes a period of cleansing, wherein a person brings their lusts and appetites under        

subjection through abstention and self-sacrifice.  

 

The concept behind this practice is found in 1 Corinthians 9:27, where the Apostle Paul states: "I 

buffet my body and make it my slave..." Ironically, Shrove Tuesday has evolved into a day of fri-

volity and indulgence, during which people participate in as much pleasure and self-gratification as 

they can before Lent begins.  

 

Shrove Tuesday originated during the Middle Ages. As in contemporary times, food items like 

meats, fats, eggs, milk, and fish were regarded as restricted during Lent. To keep such food from 

being wasted, many families would have big feasts on Shrove Tuesday in order to consume those 

items that would inevitably become spoiled during the next forty days. The English tradition of  

eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday came about as a way to use as much milk, fats, and eggs as 

possible before Ash Wednesday began. In France, the consumption of all fats and fatty foods on 

this day coined the name "Fat Tuesday" or Mardi Gras. 

http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/Christian-Holidays/the-origins-of-ash-wednesday.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very important ministry in our church is the availability of nursery care for 

young children. As we try to attract new families to worship with us, nursery 

care becomes even more crucial. If you feel that you could help in the nursery 
occasionally, please see Laurie Poore, the nursery coordinator. To stay          

compliant with safe sanctuary, we need two adults each week in the nursery. If 

you need to be certified for "safe sanctuary", see Heather Lorusso or Laurie 
Poore. It is a very quick process. Thank you for prayerfully considering helping 

provide nursery care.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3M’s served a dinner for Southern States in December.   We held our Christmas dinner at 

the Kitty Knight House on December 18, 2014.   We also made a donation to the UMYF for 

their January trip and also made a donation to our missionary in Africa.  We plan to buy a new 

meat slicer for the kitchen. 

 

In February, we will be serving a dinner for the Postal Workers. 

 

If you are interested in joining the 3M’s group, please talk to Kay Heinold. 



 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

5th Annual Tri-Conference Disability Ministry Conference 

Hosted by Peninsula Delaware Conference of the United Methodist Church 

At Cornerstone UMC, Bear, DE 

The 5th Annual , Tri Conference,  Disability Awareness Conference will be held at Cornerstone UMC from 9-3.  

This is a great conference to help us become aware of those in our community who may be disabled in some 

way.  It will provide information on how to create ministry for and with those of differing abilities.  Our Key 

Note Speaker will be Travis Freeman - author of the book “Lights Out” and movie “23Blast”; Bachelor’s degree 

in Business Administration from the University of Kentucky, M. Div. and Ph.D from Southern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary. 

 

Workshops include:  

 

-The ABC’s of Bringing Out the Best in Children with ADHD 

-People with Disabilities in Mission and Ministry with People with Disabilities – Internationally 

Worship Related Inclusion 

-Camping with Individuals with Special Needs 

-Dispelling the Last Taboo: Involving Persons Living with Mental Illness in the Life and Ministry of the 

Church 

-Heart to Heart with Travis Freeman: Lights Out 

-Disability Ministry 101: What it is and What it isn’t (includes panel of disability Connection Award winners)  

-Caring Hearts: An outreach using the Arts 

 

 

Cost: $20 before 3/10/15 

$30 after 3/10/15 

(registration includes lunch) 

 

 

I hope you will make every effort to attend.  I believe this is an important part of ministry that needs much atten-

tion in all of our churches.  Thanks, Ruthann 

 



30 YEARS AND GROWING 

 

This year is the 30th anniversary of the first Relay for Life fundraising event.  Dr Gordon Klatt began the 

event in May 1985 with the thought that “one person can make a difference”.  Dr. Klatt spent 24 hours by 

himself walking and running for 83.6 miles and raising $27,000 through pledges for the fight against can-

cer.  Klatt passed away on August 3,2014 at the age of 71 as he was battling stomach cancer.  Relay for 

Life has become the main American Cancer Society fundraising event.  Today over 4 million people 

across the world participate in over 6,000 Relay for Life events. One person certainly made a difference! 

This year, the Middletown Relay begins on Friday, June 5th at 6:00 p.m. at the Silver Lake Park.  Since 

this is the 30th year of Relay, we are focusing on the 80’s decade to honor Dr. Klatt as well as the begin-

ning of the first Relay event. So start thinking about 80s T.V. shows, trends, movies, music, and sayings.  

There is no limit on the number of team members. Everyone is being encouraged to sign-up as a team 

member of our Immanuel Townsend team. However, in order to receive a free American Cancer Society 

Relay for Life Event shirt, you must raise a minimum of $100.  The deadline for this money has not yet 

been announced.  There are two more Middletown Relay meetings at Connection Church on March 10 

and May 12 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be more information forth coming about Immanuel Townsend team 

meetings.  But today, take time to sign up for the team at MiddletownRelay.org. We need help with 

those who are able to walk the track and who are able to spend the night, although this is not required to 

be a team member.  We want to continue our presence in the community as a premier team, both in spirit 

and in fund raising. 

Immanuel’s Annual Formal Tea Party 
 

 

 

 

Get together some friends from work, your church, your family or just some of your best girlfriends and come to 

the tea party at Immanuel Church.  We are so excited to bring this event to you to celebrate survivors, to thank 

caregivers and to remember our loved ones lost.  On Sunday, April 19 th, Immanuel’s Relay for Life Team will 

host our eleventh annual formal tea party.  We will offer a variety of Evelyn’s homemade scones, tea sandwiches, 

Dot’s teatime tassies, chocolate covered strawberries, and a wide variety of delicious teas.  There will also be 

many auction items donated by various groups and local businesses.  All of our profits support Immanuel’s Relay 

for Life Team.  Together, we will find a cure!!!  

Auction Items Needed: 

 

Immanuel’s Relay for Life team is looking for items for our silent auction, which is part of the Formal Team Par-

ty on April 19th. If you would like to donate an item to the auction, we would appreciate your help.   If you own a 

local business you can donate services like: window washing, painting, air duct cleaning, mowing, car washing or 

any other service that you have.  You can provide us with a certificate for that service or let us know about the 

service and we can print the certificate for you.  If you would like to offer an item for auction, we would love to 

have it.  Gift baskets are always popular. Some ideas for gift baskets could be: games, specialty foods, holiday 

decorations, gardening items, the ideas are endless.  If you have a special talent, you could also make an item for 

the auction.  We have sold some beautiful pictures, floral decorations, quilts and    jewelry, which were handmade 

by members or friends of the Relay team.   Please consider using your talent to help us raise  money for the Amer-

ican Cancer Society.  Please let Karen Clark  (kclarka@mac.com or 376-5385) know if you plan to offer an item 

or talent.  

mailto:kclarka@mac.com


ACTUAL ANNOUNCEMENTS TAKEN FROM CHURCH BULLETINS 

 

1. Don't let worry kill you - let the church help  

 

2. Thursday night - Potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow  
 

3. Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community  

 
4. For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.  

 

5. The rosebud on the alter this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs Julius 
Belzer  

 

6. This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North ends of the church. Children will be baptized at both 

ends.  
 

7. Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. there will be an ice cream social.  All ladies giving milk will please come early.   

 
8. Wednesday, the ladies Litugy Society will meet.  Mrs Jones will sing, “Put me in My Little Bed” accompanied by the 

pastor. 

 
9. Thursday at 5:00 p.m. there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers Club.  All wishing to become little mothers, please 

see the minister in his study. 

 

10. This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Lewis to come foreword and lay an egg on the alter. 
 

11.The service will close with “Little Drops of Water.”  One of the ladies will start quietly and the rest of the congrega-

tion will join in; 
 

12. Next Sunday a special collection will be taken to defray the cost of the new carpet.  All those wishing to do some-

thing on the new carpet will come foreword and do so. 

 
13. The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and they may be seen in the church basement Friday. 

 

14. A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.  Music will follow. 
 

15. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell”  Come early and listen to our choir practice. 



We have developed some large goals for this  year and we encourage everyone to get involved. 

Please read over these goals and pray about how you may be able to use your gifts to help   

Immanuel in 2015.  


